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Introduction  
 Education is a life-long activity. 
The new system of education (6-3-3-4) is a 
brilliant idea. The problem is the approach 
to actualizing the rudiments of the system. 
The new policy on Education stipulates 
that a child should spend six years in the 
secondary school, three years in academic 
and vocational subjects after which if 
successful, be would move to senor 
secondary school for three years or go to 
technical college for vocational training 
and on completion of senior secondary 
school, he goes to the university for a four 
years degree programme. This new system 
implies a radical change from the old 
system, which placed high premium on 
examination as a  major means of 
measuring success. Education therefore, 
can be said to have changed from classical 
to a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
functional approach. However, it is quite 
obvious that the system of education being 
implemented in Nigeria today has lost the 
quality of 6-3-3-4 systems. Although 
Nigeria government is currently 
implementing reforms in the three key 
educational sectors comprising primary, 
secondary and tertiary, this paper will 
however be limited to Secondary 
Education reforms. 

Secondary Education is the form 
of education children receive after primary 
education and before the tertiary stage. The 
broad aims of secondary education within 
Nigeria’s overall National objectives are 
preparation of students for useful living 
and for higher education. (FRN, 2004). To 
achieve the above objectives, Secondary 
Education is to be given in two stages, the 
Junior Secondary School (J..S.S) and the 
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Senior Secondary School (S.S.S), each 
stage being of three years duration. The 
Junior Secondary School is both pre-
vocational and academic. Students who 
leave school at the junior high school stage 
may either go on to an apprenticeship 
system or some other scheme for out-of-
school vocational training. The senior 
secondary school is for those able and 
willing to have a complete six-year-
secondary education. The 6-3-3-4 system 
of education can be said to be the main 
innovation in Nigeria Post-Independent 
educational development. The main 
objective of this system actually is to 
diversity educational services for Nigerian 
children especially at the secondary level 
by arousing interest in the technological 
and vocational education through exposure 
at a rudimentary level. According to 
Adelabu (2005), with diversified 
curriculum structure, the youth could be 
adequately equipped for employment 
particularly in the rural areas.  

The most recent reform initiative 
today is the UBE programme. According 
to the document submitted by the country 
to the 45th UNESCO conference on 
Education. Basic Education in the context 
of Nigeria is to be understood as education 
aimed at equipping individual child, youth 
and adult with such knowledge and skills 
as will enable him to develop to his fullest 
capacity, derive maximum social, 
economic and cultural benefits from his 
membership of society and fulfill civic 
obligation. The primary focus is on 
provision of universal, compulsory and 
free education for the first nine years of 
every child’s schooling up till the end of 

the junior secondary level and also to 
ensure that children remain long enough in 
school to acquire basic competencies and 
life skills (FGN, 1996). 

With respect to the focus of this 
paper, a number of issues arise concerning 
these reforms. How effective have these 
reforms be? What factors constrain the 
effectiveness of secondary education in 
Nigeria? 
 
Problems of Secondary Education in 
Nigeria 
 The cries that have bedeviled 
secondary education in Nigeria are legion. 
One major problem of secondary education 
is the curricular. The curricular for most 
subjects such as geography, business 
studies are unachievable especially in the 
junior secondary schools, as the curricular 
are too wide. In business studies course, 
some of the topics are out-dated as most 
book-keeping is done by computer. In 
English, students are required to study 
novels that are not popularly read and this 
contributes to lack of interest Nigerian 
students show in modern literature. 
Emphasis on language study is place on 
reading and writing. They therefore, spend 
long hours reading from textbooks to 
prepare for examination. 
 The disruption of academic 
calendars due to teachers strike has put a 
doubt on quality of secondary school 
education. Since 1995, a lot has happened 
that has made teaching and learning not 
meaningful in Nigeria. 
 Ineffective services of guidance 
counselors in our secondary schools. This 
has resulted in students registering and 
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pursuing professions with unrelated 
subjects. Most school counselors are 
forced to teach instead of engaging them in 
counseling activities. 

Poor emphasis on education for 
life at our secondary school level. Students 
are poorly prepared or equipped with 
vocational and professional academic 
studies, which ought to be the bottom-line 
of the new 6-3-3-4 educational systems. 

Poor supervision of schools, which 
makes mistakes to linger on for long. 
       Other general problems of education 
and reforms are also listed below: 
 Delay in implementation such that 

implementation is commenced under 
an economic situation that is different 
from those projected in the plan. 

 Lack of necessary materials such as 
infrastructures, machinery and 
textbook for programme 
implementation. 

 Poor school environment and 
condition of teachers. 

All these and others not listed 
make it imperative for reforms to be 
inevitable 
 
Secondary Education and Reforms 
 Changes in Education are often 
induced by perceived inadequacies in the 
existing form and practices in the system 
due to changing economics, social and 
political situations. In Nigeria, there are 
evidences suggesting the need for reform. 
For instance, in the quest for paper 
qualification instead of knowledge, 
students’ success seems limited with high 
drop out rates and unemployment etc. such 

evidences are indication that reform is 
imminent. 
 In this write-up the following areas 
are recommended for reforms. 
 The secondary schools curriculum 
needs reform. With the global happenings 
around us, it is expected that computer 
science with emphasis on the practical 
aspect be included in the J.S.S subject as a 
core subject. For instance, in America, 
national policy emphasized and included 
information technology in their school 
curriculum at al levels of their educational 
system. This without doubt will help equip 
citizen to meet up with knowledge 
explosion in terms of advances in 
technology. School curriculum should be 
made relevant with current needs. 
 Traditional education such as 
character moulding local vocational 
training, environmental study of local 
geography and history, cultural heritage, 
ethics should be inclusive at every level of 
our educational system. These will make 
the youth  to appreciate our culture and 
equip them with discipline, attitudes, self-
confidence, awareness and initiative 
necessary for successful living 
(Adiotomre, 2004). 
         Science education needs overhauling. 
Emphasis in science and technology 
should be geared towards laboratory 
practice. Students should learn by doing. 
The study of physics for example should 
be related to everyday needs so that 
students can connect a blown fuse, copes 
with simple mechanical problems around 
the home. Agriculture must be rooted in 
the practice of farming. Urban schools can 
modify this with carpentry, barbing saloon, 
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radio repairs, photography etc. the crop of 
schools leavers should be those that can do 
things with their hands to achieve the 
national goal of self reliance. 
 Another area of reform is on 
school Attendance. It should no longer be 
optional but mandatory by law. 
Enlightment campaign is necessary to 
sensitize public on government decision. 
Parents can be prosecuted if found guilty 
while children that default on their own 
can be sent to children welfare home for 
disciplinary action. If youth must work, 
they can be advised to do so after school 
period and there must be evidence that 
they are students and also proof of school 
attendance. 
 The present system of encouraging 
paper qualification need to be addressed. 
There should be other yardsticks of 
awarding certificate such as class 
participation, Continuous Assessment, 
practical aspect of knowledge. The final 
examination can take the form of written 
papers, aural, orals, practical and marks 
from course work or assignments. All 
these will help minimize to the bearest 
minimum the cankerworm of Examination 
Malpractice. 
 There is need for reform in the 
means of communication in the secondary 
education. The suggestion here is that 
mother tongue be introduced, test books 
translated for easier assimilation. 
Development does not really come only 
through phonetic in English. 
Comprehension is easier through the 
mother tongue. The issue of language is 
paramount to the success of the 
Educational Policy because it inculcate the 

right social values such as appreciation of 
one’s another’s culture and great 
sensitization to the importance of national 
unity (Aminu: 1986). In the same vein, 
Asante, 1994 suggested that the African 
child needs to formally study in African 
language to acquire the sensitivity of his or 
her people in its totality. In this way, he 
continued, African education, like its 
counterparts elsewhere in the world, will 
educational system makes an average 
Nigerian child total stranger to their own 
Nigerian context, this is educating for 
export, not for home development. There 
are cases when educated parents’ do not 
allow their children speak any local 
language as a reinforcement of the school’s 
conditioning mission. This simple 
linguistic act alone cuts these young ones 
off from a wealth of cultural capital needed 
for all contextual, personal and societal 
development. Reform should therefore, be 
considered on enforcement of mother-
tongue in schools. 
 Responsive secondary system 
must move towards more business-like 
forms of supervision. In the process, 
accountability, quality assurance and 
performances monitoring are very 
important and supervisory innovation has 
become a permanent quest. It is suggested 
that supervisor should be made up of 
experienced teachers and head of schools. 
The ministry must map out an ideal 
inspectoral schedule. Proper orientation 
and training are needed regularly. 
Inspectors, themselves should be 
monitored by higher authorities for proper 
check and balances. 
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 One other focus is the library. 
Reform should involve making 
establishment of library with up-to- date 
books, journals, magazine etc. mandatory 
in all secondary schools. Such library must 
be certified as meeting up with standard by 
professional librarian and supervisors 
before such a school will be allowed to 
enroll students for external examinations. 
It is suggested that for effective reform of 
school library, a national book policy is 
needed to device strategies for books 
development in the country. Functional 
libraries must be attached to each Local 
Government headquarter and in 
accordance with establishment standards.  
 Reforms should also be carried out 
with regard to the teaching/learning 
environment. A situation where schools 
especially private schools are approved 
with plank building and in a very 
unconducive environment must be 
avoided.. 
 The junior secondary school 
should be separated from senior secondary 
school. Graduation from junior  secondary 
school must be seen as closure of a system 
which will take candidate to another 
separate system of either academic or 
vocational pursuit. 
 The secondary school teacher need 
better orientation on the essence of 
teaching. Reforms on code of dressing of 
teachers are important. This must 
necessary be a national issue for 
uniformity. Dressing forms part of one’s 
personality so this point must not be 
treated with triviality. Government should 
declare illegal sales of anything during 
school hour. The situation where teachers 

have turned their schools to market squares 
as most of them take interest in carrying 
out petty trading even while in class to the 
detriment of effective impartation of 
knowledge of the pupils is wrong. In a 
related situation, reforms should also affect 
teacher’s education policies and practices 
in Nigeria. There is need for a fundamental 
over hauling of teachers’ recruitment 
policies. Emphasis on professionalism is a 
very essential. A society that is always on 
the move for progress should not have a 
school system manned by reluctant and 
wrongly trained personnel parading 
themselves as teachers. On the same 
ground also, promotion should be based on 
productivity rather than on number of 
years on a particular level.. 
 Reforms are necessary on policies 
concerning operation of private schools in 
Nigeria. Minimum qualification for 
teachers and salary should be structured 
legally for proprietors. There should be a 
regulatory body set up by government to 
monitor schools fees charged; it is 
advisable that schools should be graded 
under three categories of A, B and C. 
School fees should be charged in 
accordance to the grade the school belongs 
to under government supervision. A 
situation where private schools, owners run 
affair of their school on commercial bases 
have to stop. It must be put into law that 
school fees cannot be increased without 
government approval. Certain guidelines 
must also be strictly adhered to before 
private schools are allowed to operate such 
as good environment, availability of play 
ground, laboratory, library, science 
equipment, qualified teachers etc. 
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defaulting schools can be banned from 
operation until conditions are met. 
 One other area of reform 
advocated for by the writer is the 
introduction of compulsory and free 
Remedial Education in all secondary 
schools. Remedial Education must be 
designed to help students catch up to a 
desired level of academic advancement. In 
development world such as United States, 
Canada, remedial education is common at 
all level of academic achievement. Unlike 
the commercial school lesson presently 
operated in our schools, focus of remedial 
education should be on re—teaching or re-
designing lessons to make the instruction 
clear or more personalized for individual 
students. This reform will be more 
effective if class size is limited to a 
relatively small number of students per 
teacher. This will give teachers more 
opportunity to respond to the unique needs 
of individual students. No doubt that if this 
idea is considered, rate of drop-outs and 
examination malpractice will be reduced to 
the minimum. 
 In order to have a successful 
reform there is need to put in place some 
strategies or recommendations for 
consideration. 
 
What to Do 
 Government should establish effective 

and efficient institutional framework 
for monitoring learning and teaching 
process at all levels. 

 Ensure that all teachers in schools are 
professionals. This is in consonance 
with Baikie (2002), who asserted that 
only the teachers who possess the 

necessary technical competence and 
professional skills can rise to meet the 
challenges of Education reforms and 
changes. 

 Motivate teachers through prompt 
payment of salary and allowances, also 
establish special salary scales for them 

 Students to be well guided by guidance 
counselors in the selection of subjects 
in relationship with career choice. 

 Enlightenment campaign and 
sensitization of public on the law 
guiding compulsory school attendance. 

 Re-orientation of teachers towards 
Societal expectation of their role 
performance through Organized 
retreat, workshop, seminars, 
conferences on trend of Teaching 
Profession in a globalize economy. 

 School heads and assistance as internal 
supervisor  should establish Heads of 
Schools Resource Centers where they 
meet from time to time for discussion, 
retreat, workshop, short courses and 
conferences. These centers can also be 
used for the development and testing 
of new ideas teaching etc. 

 Government must ensure conducive 
teaching/learning environment in both 
private and public schools. 

 All children should have access to 
quality education and attendance must 
be mandatory legally. 

 Government must totally be in full 
control of Secondary Education 
Guidelines for operation of both 
private and public schools must be 
backed legally so that defaulting 
schools can be prosecuted or closed 
down. Standards should not be 
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compromised. This resolution must be 
both advisory and mandatory to 
schools. 

 
Conclusion 
 Education is the greatest 
investment that a nation can make for the 
quick development of its economic, 
political, sociological and human 
resources. Major proportion of the 
developed world national income come 
from the service sector which is based on 
imparting skills or training to the students 
and youth. Since education sector is the 
most sought after, it must necessarily be 
reformed to meet up with the globalized 
world educational expectation. It is in line 
with this that the writer has decided to put 
all the pieces together for reform. This is 
because knowledge has become the most 
important factor for economic 
development in the 21st century and 
Nigeria cannot be left out.  
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